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BP 4110 HONOR AR Y  DE G R E E S  
 
Reference: 

Education Code Section 72122 
 
 
NOTE:  The following language applies only if the Board has determined to offer 
honorary degrees. 
 
Honorary degrees may be awarded at commencement or some other equally 
appropriate time.  The names of persons receiving honorary degrees must be approved 
by the Board. 
 
The Chancellor shall rely primarily on the Academic Senates to establish procedures 
and criteria for the award of honorary degrees. 
 
 
NOTE:  The red ink signifies language that is legally advised and recommended by the Policy and 
Procedure Service and its legal counsel.  This document was reviewed by the administrative team on 
April 10, 2013. This document was reviewed by representatives of the Academic Senates on December 
12, 2013. 
 
Date Adopted:    
(This is a new policy recommended by the 
Policy and Procedure Service) 

 

 
  



Legal Citation for BP 4110 
 

EDUCATION CODE SECTION 72122 
 
72122.  The governing board of a community college district shall, unless a 
request by the student has been made pursuant to this section, hold closed 
sessions if the board is considering the suspension of, or disciplinary 
action or any other action in connection with any student of the community 
college district, if a public hearing upon the question would lead to the 
giving out of information concerning students which would be in violation of 
state or federal law regarding the privacy of student records. 
   Before calling a closed session of the governing board of the district to 
consider these matters, the governing board of the district shall, in 
writing, by registered or certified mail or by personal service, if the 
student is a minor, notify the student and his or her parent or guardian, or 
the student if the student is an adult, of the intent of the governing board 
of the district to call and hold the closed session.  Unless the student, or 
his or her parent, or guardian shall, in writing, within 48 hours after 
receipt of the written notice of intention, request that the hearing of the 
governing board be held as a public meeting, then the hearing to consider 
those matters shall be conducted by the governing board in closed session.  
If the written request is served upon the clerk or secretary of the governing 
board, the meeting shall be public except that any discussion at the meeting 
that might be in conflict with the right to privacy of any student other than 
the student requesting the public meeting or on behalf of whom the meeting is 
requested, shall be in closed session.  Whether the matter is considered at a 
closed session or at a public meeting, the final action of the governing 
board of the community college district shall be taken at a public meeting 
and the result of that action shall be a public record of the community 
college district. 
   The governing board of a community college district may hold closed 
sessions to consider the conferring of honorary degrees or to consider gifts 
from a donor who wants to remain anonymous. 
 


