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Homeira Foth  

II.  Purpose of Leave 

 
The job of an educator is to teach students to see the vitality in themselves. 
- Joseph Campbell. 

I agree with Joseph Campbell that as educators our most important job is to teach 
students to find their own potential.  However, I also believe that a teacher should continue to be 
a student of life, constantly striving to foster his interests in order to find his own vitality.  
Teachers can only inspire if they too are inspired; they can only encourage creativity if they too 
can be creative.  I think it’s important for teachers not only to find ways to constantly change and 
fine tune their pedagogical practices but also find ways to cultivate their creativity.  This is why 
it is important for educators to get some time off to pursue their own interests. By finding 
creative outlets, they will become better teachers – teachers who inspire.  For the reasons stated 
above, I would like to work on one of my own passions in life which is writing. I write fiction 
quite a bit, and my focus has always been on writing short stories and working on my novel. 
However, my other real passion is theater.  A sabbatical would allow me to integrate these two 
passions into one by taking a course in playwriting and attempting to write a first draft of a play.  
I have written and published stories, but one of my great interests has always been to write a play 
and to experience the process of seeing a play take shape from its nascent form as a first draft, to 
an edited and polished draft, and, ideally, into some form of  production.   

 For my sabbatical I would like to take a course in playwriting as a motivation to write a 
first draft of a manuscript. The course I’m planning on taking is being offered through the 
Berkeley Repertory Theater and is called “Playwriting,”  The course is taught by Gary Graves, 
the co-director of Central Works Theater Ensemble in Berkeley. Graves has written and 
produced numerous plays and is quite well-known in the East Bay theater circles. This course is 
designed for adults who have never written plays and for those who already have some 
playwriting experience.  And although I am not one hundred percent sure what the premise of 
my play will be, I am fairly confident that it will deal with some aspect of culture and identity, a 
theme that interests me as an immigrant who came to this country as an adolescent.  Culture and 
identity is also a theme that is prevalent in much of my teaching. In addition to taking the 
playwriting course, I would also like to read and annotate a wide selection of books during my 
sabbatical for inspiration; these books will include novels, non-fiction, and drama. Finally, I 
think it would be beneficial for me to take some time in my sabbatical to go see theatrical 
performances.  In choosing what plays to see, I would not limit myself to certain types of plays 
but to see a diverse cross section of plays: some traditional plays, some contemporary, some 
performed at larger venues, and some by small community theraters.  I believe as a teacher of 
language and rhetoric, the more exposed I am to theater and reading, and the more I foster my 
own writing, the more effective teacher I will be.   



 
 
III.  Specific Objectives and Methods for Achieving These Objectives 
 
Objective 1:  to take a course in playwriting. This course will equate to a minimum of 2 
undergraduate level units. (15%) 
 
Plan:  to take a course at the Berkeley Repertory through its Theater Classes for Adults.  The 
course titled “Playwrighting” is taught by Gary Graves, the co-director of Central Works Theater 
Ensemble in Berkeley; has written and produced numerous plays. This course is written for both 
people who want to write plays and for those who already have.  The course focuses on character 
development, dramatic structure, and developing dialogue. The course also has workshop 
component, where students give and receive feedback from another and the instructor.  At the 
end of the course, students will present parts of their play to the class and submit a draft of the 
final project to the instructor.  If this class is not offered, I will take an alternative class: an 
upper-division course called the “Craft of Playwriting” (CW English 513) at San Francisco State 
University through their College of Extended Learning. 
 
Documentation:  I will provide transcripts from the course.  
 

Objective 2:  To read books for inspiration and knowledge; these will include novels, plays, and 
books on playwriting (75%). 

Plan: to read and annotate 15 books.  The bulk of them will be novels and plays, both old and 
contemporary, which will function both as inspiration and models for my own writing. I will also 
read a couple books on the techniques of playwriting 

Documentation: I will provide an annotated bibliography of the books I’ve read. 

Objective 3:  To see 6 plays. These will include a mixture of contemporary and more traditional 
plays.  (10%) 
 
Plan: To attend at least 6 plays. I am particularly interested in smaller community theaters in the 
Bay Area, but I will also attend a performance at a larger theater company like the A.C.T in San 
Francsico. I would also like to include a community college performance.   
 
Documentation: I will provide write ups and tickets stubs the performances. In the write ups, I 
will include how the play affects me as a teacher and as a writer. 
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